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SUB J : GOT ANNOUNCES FURTHER CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT ON DEC 26 
REF: TUNIS 9128 (NOTAL) 

1 . FOLLOWING UNEXPECTED REMOVAL OF INTERIOR MUSTER BELKHODJA 
ON DEC 23, GOT ANNOUNCED ON DEC 26 A NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL 
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES AT CABINET AND SUB-CABINET LEVEL. SOME 

OF THE INCUMBENTS REPORTEDLY RESIGNED IN PROTEST AGAINST 
BELKHODJA'S REMOVAL AND OTHERS RELIEVED OF THEIR FUNCTIONS ON 
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GOT INITIATIVE. 

2. LIST OF CHANGES IS AS FOLLOWS: 

-SPECIAL ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT (NEW)-HABIB BOURGUIBA, JR. 

PRESIDENT-DIRECTOR GENERAL OF TUNISIAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
BANK (SINCE 1971 ) AND SON OF PRESIDENT (MEMBER OF NATIONAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ASSEMBLY AND OF PSD PARTY POLITICAL BUREAU). 

-MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HABIB CHATTY REPLACED BY 
MOHAMED FITOURI, OUT-GOING MINISTER OF FINANCE (MEMBER OF PSD 
PARTY POLITICAL BUREAU AND OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY). 

-MINISTER OF INTERIOR ABDALLAH FARHAT (AD INTERIM) REPLACED 
BY DHAOUI HANNABLIA, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 1971-74 (MEMBER OF 
PSD PARTY POLITICAL BUREAU AND OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY). 

-MINISTER OF FINANCE - MOHAMED FITOURI, NEW FOREIGN MINISTER, 
REPORTEDLY TO BE REPLACED BY AZZOUZ MATHARI, EX-DIRECTOR OF SEMI- 
GOVERNMENTAL SOCIETE TUNISIENNE DU BANQUE AND MOST RECENTLY 
WORKING IN BANKING BUSINESS IN LUXEMBOURG AND KUWAIT. (ALSO 
REPORTEDLY PRESIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR DEVELOPMENT 
IN AFRICA.) 

-MINISTER OF NATIONAL ECONOMY- ABDET .A7.TZ LASRAM RESIGNED AND IS 
NOT TO BE REPLACED. FUNCTIONS OF NATIONAL ECONOMY MINISTRY 
DIVIDED BETWEEN TWO NEW MINISTRIES. MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, MINES 
AND ENERGY AND MINISTRY OF COMMERCE. 

-MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, MINES AND ENERGY (NEW)-TO BE HEADED 
BY ISMAIL KHELIL, OUT-GOING TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR TO EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY. BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG (SINCE 1972). 
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-MINISTER OF COMMERCE (NEW)-TO BE HEADED BY SLAHEDDINE M’BAREK, 
OUT-GOING PRESIDENT-DIRECTOR GENERAL OF OFFICE OF COMMERCE IN OLD 
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL ECONOMY (SINCE 1971). 

-MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH MONGI KOOLI REPLACED BY MONGI BEN 
HAMIDA, WELL KNOWN NEUROLOGIST AND DEAN OF UNIVERSITY OF TUNIS 
MEDICAL SCHOOL (SINCE 1971). 

-MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS - MOHAMED ENNACEUR REPLACED BY 
MOHAMED JOMAA, OUT-GOING PRESIDENT-DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NATIONAL 
FUND FOR SAVINGS AND HOUSING (CNEL) (SINCE 1973). 

-MINISTER IN CHARGE OF RELATIONS WITH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF GOVERNMENT -MONCEF BELHAI AMOR REPLACED BY 
OTHMAN KECHRID, OUT-GOING SECRETARY GENERAL OF MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR (SINCE 1973). 

-SECRETARY OF STATE ATTACHED TO MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
IN CHARGE OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING (NEW) - NEW POSITION TO BE 
FILED BY NOUREDDINE KTARI, OUT-GOING DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF OFFICE 
OF TUNISIAN WORKERS ABROAD AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING (SINCE 1974). 
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-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE- AHMED BENNOUR REMOVED, 

NO REPLACEMENT NAMED. 

3. EMBASSY WILL SUBMIT EVALUATION AND COMMENTS ON THESE CHANGES 
BY SEPTEL. 

MULCAHY 
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